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MAGOR  & ST.  MELLONS  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Annual  Report 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
For  the  Year  ending  31st  December,  1957 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Magor  & St.  Mellons  Rural  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

. i ,1!  bpg  m ■ SUim\t  [ay£  Al^nual  Report  upon  general  conditions 
Mage]  an]  &.  Me£s  f°r  the  Ruial  Dislrict  of 

28/5l^ri7"55S(WaMUP  °"  the  ‘ineS  indi0ated  in  Grcula,s 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Population  estimated  for  1957 
Aiea  (consisting  of  26  parishes)  ... 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate 


14,190 

43,442  acres 
4,578 
S 170,1)8 
£666 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  number  of  births  registered  was  - 


Total  Births  ... 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 
Total  Still  Births 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


iM. 

F. 

Total. 

123 

1 14 

237 

121 

109 

230 

2 

5 

7 

2 

1 

3 

2 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 
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The  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  for  1957 

was  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16.76 

The  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  i 9 5 7 was  16  1 
The  Birth  Rate  for  Monmouthshire  for  1957  was  ...  17.07 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age. 


The  number  of  deaths  9 (M.  4)  (F.  5)  giving  a rate  of: 

1,000  live  births  ...  ...  37.9 

The  Rate  for  the  whole  and  England  & Wales  was  23.0 
The  Rate  for  Monmouthshire  was  30.98 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoe/) (under  2 years)  ...  Nil 


Ages  of  Children  at  death  under  I year: 
Under  1 week 

1- 2  weeks  ...  ... 

2- 3  weeks 

3- 4  weeks 


6 

Nil 

2 

Nil 


Total  under  1 month 


8 


1 -3  months 
3-6  months 
6-9  months 
9-12  months 


Nil 


Nil 

Nil 


Total  under  I year 


DEATH  RATE. 


The  number  of  Deaths  registered  during  the  year  was  ...  172 

( M.  95 ; F.  77)  giving  a Death  Rate  of  12.12  per  1 ,000 ) 
The  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  •••  I 1.5 

The  Death  Rate  for  Monmouthshire  was  ...  ...  1 1-96 
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CAUSES  Of  DEATH. 


In  the  following  table  deaths  are  classified  under  the  36 
headings  based  on  the  Abbreviated  List  of  the  International 
Statistical  Classification  of  Diseases,  injuries  and  Causes  of 
Death,  1948. 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other 
Syphilitic  Diseases 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  infection 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 
Other  malignant  & Lymphatic  neoplasms 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  

Diabetes  

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  disease 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 
Congenital  malformations 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents 
Suicide 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


M.  F 

Nil  Nil 

Nil  Nil 

Nil  Nil 

Nil  Nil 

Nil  Nil 

1 Nil 

Nil  Nil 

Nil  Nil 

1 Nil 

6 1 

7 2 

Nil  2 

Nil  2 

5 5 

1 I 

1 Nil 

5 11 

12  17 

5 1 

16  12 

4 3 

2 l 

2 2 

12  Nil 

Nil  Nil 

1 Nil 

Nil  Nil 

3 2 

2 Nil 

Nil  Nil 

1 2 

5 10 

1 1 

2 1 

Nil  i 

Nil  Nil 


All  causes 


Totals  95 


77 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  COUNCIL. 

Medical  Officer  of  Healtfi,  two  Public  Health  Inspectors 
(whole  time  Officers). 

A contribution  of  one-half  of  the  salaries  is  paid  by  the 
Monmouthshire  County  Council. 


HOSPITAL  HEALTH  SERVICES,  ETC. 

Since  5th  July,  1947,  these  are  administered  by  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board. 


NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE,  ETC. 

The  Monmouthshire  County  Council  as  Local  Health 
Authority  are  responsible  for  the  arrangements  and  Administra- 
tion of  the  Services  under  Part  III  of  the  Act. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  these  Services  : — 

(1)  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

(2)  Midwifery  Services. 

(3)  Health  Visiting. 

(4)  Home  Nursing. 

(5)  Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

(6)  Ambulance  Services. 

(7)  Prevention  of  illness  Care  and  After-Care- 

(8)  Domestic  Help. 

(9)  Duties  under  Lunancy  and  Mental  Treatment  Act 

and  Mental  Deficiency  Act. 


MIDWIVES. 

There  is  one  full-time  Midwife  and  three  District  Nurse/ 
Midwives  practicing  within  the  area. 


6 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


Water  Supplies. 


I am  glad  to  state  that  the  water  supply  to  the  Lower 
Machen  area  is  now  undertaken  by  Cardiff  Rural  District 
Council  and  that  the  water  is  satisfactory  and  wholesome  and 
fit  for  drinking  purposes. 

Whilst  most  of  the  Council’s  area  is  adequately  served 
with  piped  supplies  the  following  “ pockets  ” remain  without 
a sufficient  and  generally  wholesome  supply:  Coedycaerau  area 
of  Langstone — I 1 dwellings;  Mynydd  Allt  Tir  Vach  area  of 
Llanvaches — 29  dwellings,  and  the  Criaig-y-Ceiliog  area  of 
Bettws — 7 dwellings.  Most  of  these  dwellings  are  dependent 
on  “ springs  or  wells,”  the  water  from  which  is  of  variable 
quantity  and  quality,  whilst  in  a few  cases  rain  water  storage 
tanks  are  utilised. 

The  piped  supplies  of  water  in  this  Rural  District  from 
waterworks  are  ” constant  ’ and  not  intermittent  and  are  not 
liable  to  plumbo-solvency  action. 

Definite  steps  have  been  taken  by  the  Local  Authority 
in  the  implementation  of  providing  the  long  awaited  sewer  in 
Langstone  as  the  Council  has  received  estimates  regarding 
cost.  1 am  sure  that  the  work  will  have  commenced  early  in 

1958. 


l JJn(ortu"ately-  progress  has  been  delayed  with  regard  to 
the  Henllys  Sewerage  Scheme.  It  appears  that  the  Usk  Rive- 
Board  are  not  satisfied  that  the  effluent  from  such  scheme  can- 
not be  received  in  a state  of  sufficient  dilution  by  the  nearest 
stream. 


Work  has  been  consistent  throughout  the  year  with  re- 
gard to  emptying  of  cesspools.  The  number  increases  year  by 

yejf’  t0tal  ™mber  of  cessP°°ls  within  the  area  at  the 

end  of  195  7 were  9z0,  743  emptyings  were  undertaken  dur- 

ing the  same  period. 

* ™ai°rity  of  dwellings  with  pail  or  earth  closets  are 

those  which  belong  to  houses  which  are  sub-stan Jard,  generally 

fntl?  ^ the  dePartm0nt  is  actively  engaged  in  converting 
into  water  closets  where  possible,  whilst  the  condemnation  of 
p emises  also  tends  to  lessen  the  number  with  the  result  that 
very  tew  are  remaining  within  the  area. 
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PARTICULARS  OF  PIPED  WATER  SUPPLIES 
IN  EACH  PARISH. 

A.  By  Local  Authority  or  Statutory  Water  Undertakers. 

Number  of  Number  Estimated  Approximate 
PARISH  Dwelling  Supplied  Population  Population 

Houses  Served 


Rogerstone  ...  1813  1802  5620  5584 


Graig 

500 

484 

1578 

1500 

Marshfield  ... 

249 

237 

772 

735 

St.  Mellons 

310 

297 

960 

921 

St.  Brides  W. 

62 

61 

192 

189 

Peterstone  W. 

47 

46 

146 

143 

Henllys 

103 

82 

319 

254 

Bettws 

45 

32 

140 

99 

Michaelstone-y-Vedw 

64 

48 

198 

149 

Langstone 

285 

270 

884 

837 

Llanwern 

94 

93 

290 

288 

Bishton 

81 

77 

251 

2 39 

Kemeys  Inferior 

43 

27 

133 

84 

Llanmartin 

71 

67 

220 

208 

Llandavenny 

10 

10 

31 

31 

Nash 

96 

93 

298 

288 

Goldcliffe 

59 

56 

183 

174 

Whitson 

19 

17 

59 

53 

Redwick 

58 

56 

180 

174 

Penhow 

101 

83 

313 

257 

Wilcrick 

5 

5 

16 

16 

Magor 

183 

182 

567 

564 

Llanvaches 

71 

31 

220 

96 

Duffryn 

110 

100 

341 

310 

Lower  Machen 

34 

14 

105 

43 

Coedkernew 

56 

47 

174 

146 

B.  Private  Supplies — 

Rogerstone  Given  above 

2 

Given  above  6 

Graig 

} » 

16 

f } 

50 

Marshfield 

> •> 

9 

t » 

28 

Michaels  tone -y -Fed  w 

> > 

8 

> » 

25 

Llanvaches 

10 

» » 

31 

St.  Mellons 

» i 

10 

♦ » 

31 

Lower  Machen 

» » 

9 

1 » 

28 

Coedkernew 

8 

» » 

25 

Henllys 

> j 

10 

J ) 

31 

Kemys  Inferior 

t > 

3 

5 ) 

9 

3 

Llanmartin 

i j 

1 

» > 

Totals 

4,578 

4,403 

14,190 

13.649 

r 
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HOUSING. 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year: 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority 

(ii)  By  other  Local  Authorities  ... 

(iii)  By  other  Bodies  or  persons  ... 


152 

112 


Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955. 

The  Regulations  came  into  force  on  1st  January,  1956, 
and  it  is  now  essential  to  bring  in  a substantial  supply  of  hot 
water  in  order  that  hands  may  be  frequently  washed  when 
dealing  wtih  foodstuffs  requiring  it. 

The  Regulations  apply  to  a much  wider  range  of  prem- 
ises than  hitherto  and  that  provision  must  be  applied  with  in 
relation  to  all  premises  where  “ a food  business  ” is  carried 
on.  Regulations  apply  to  all  cases  where  food  is  handled 
whether  or  not  there  is  any  question  of  sale  or  exposure  for 
sale. 


In  brief  the  Regulations  require  the  following  matters: — 

( I ) The  cleanliness  of  food  premises,  equipment  and 
containers. 

(2)  The  protection  of  food  from  the  risk  of  contam- 
ination. 

( 3 ) The  personal  cleanliness  of  all  persons  engaged 
in  the  handling  of  food. 

(4)  The  carriage  and  wrapping  of  “open  food”  (i.e., 
food  not  contained  in  a container  of  such  mat- 
erials and  so  closed,  as  to  exclude  all  risk  of  con- 
tamination) . 

(5)  Persons  engaged  in  the  handling  of  food  who  are 
suffering  from  certain  infections,  such  as  staphy- 
lococcal  .infection  likely  to  cause  food  poisoning. 

(6)  The  provision  of  a clean,  wholesome,  adequate 
and  constant  water  supply. 
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(7)  The  provision  of  wash-hand  basins  and  washing 
facilities  for  persons  engaged  on  the  handling  of 
food. 

(8)  The  provision  of  facilities  for  the  washing  of  food 
and  equipment. 

Numerous  shops  supplying  foods  have  been  approached 
with  regard  to  installing  washing  facilities  and  so  far  most  of 
these  have  now  complied  with  the  Regulations.  There  are  a 
few  outstanding  cases  which  have  not  yet  done  so. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  1S49  to  1954  Milk  (Special 
Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations  1949  to  1954,  Milk 
Regulations  1949  to  1954. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Specified  Areas) 
Order,  1954,  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  April,  1954,  in 
respect  of  this  Rural  District. 

This  meant  that  all  milk  retained  within  the  area  must  be 
sold  under  a special  designation.  The  special  designations 
authorised  being  “ Pasteurised,”  “ Sterilised,”  and  “ Tuber- 
culin Tested.” 

By  virtue  of  the  above-mentioned  regulations  certain 
other  changes  in  the  law  relating  to  specially  designated  milk 
came  into  force  on  1st  October,  1954. 

Firstly,  Producers  licences  to  use  the  special  designation 
Accredited  ” expired  and  were  not  thereafter  renewable. 
Dairymen  who  until  then  had  retailed  ” Accredited  ” milk  in  a 
specified  area  had  to  sell  or  supply  pasteurised  milk,  sterilised 
milk  or  tuberculin  tested  milk. 

Secondly,  every  container  (whether  churn,  can  or  bottle) 
in  which  pasteurised  milk  is  transported  exposed  or  offered  for 
sale,  is  required  to  be  fitted  with  a cap  or  cover  overlapping 
the  lip  of  the  container  or  closed  and  fastened  in  some  other 
suitable  manner  approved  by  the  licensing  authority. 

Lastly,  pasteurisers  are  now  required  to  put  the  milk  into 
containers  in  which  it  is  to  be  delivered  to  the  customers  at 
the  premises  at  which  milk  is  pasteurised,  and  as  soon  as 
possible  after  pasteurisation.  Accordingly  the  sale  of  pasteur- 
ised milk  by  can  and  dipper  became  illegal. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


All  cases  of  notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  are  visited  and 
investigated  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector  after  the  receipt 
of  a Notification.  Where  necessary,  arrangements  are  made  fov 
the  removal  of  the  patient  to  an  Isolation  Hospital,  if  accom- 
modation is  available. 


The  examination  of  pathological  and  bacteriological 
specimens  is  carried  out  at  the  Laboratory.  From  the  24th 
June,  1957,  the  address  of  the  Medical  Research  Council  '/as 
altered  from  the  County  Hall,  Newport,  and  became  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  Clytha  Square,  Newport,  Mon. 

There  has  been  another  change  in  Immunisation  pro- 
cedure. The  combined  immunisation  against  Whooping  Cough 
and  Diphtheria  has  been  discontinued  owing  to  the  conside-  ed 
risk  of  rendering  patients  more  susceptible  to  attack  by  Polio- 
myelitis by  the  combined  Immunisation. 

In  future  all  Immunisation  is  carried  out  separately  for 
Whooping  Cough  and  Diphtheria. 

Three  injections  are  given  against  Whooping  Cough 
followed  by  two  injections  against  Diphtheria. 

Immunisation  against  Poliomyelitis  has  also  been  started. 


Immunisation.,  During  the  year  1957  a further  1,790 
children  were  immunised. 


Combined  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough: — 


Under  5 ...  432  5-15  ...  1,258 


There  were  no  notifications  of  Diphtheria  received  dur- 
ing the  year. 
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Notifiable  Diseases. 

Analysis  of  Total  Cases  and  Deaths  from  Infectious  Diseases,  according  to  Age  Groups  for  1957. 
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Tuberculosis  is  not  included  in  this  summary. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


N«w  Cases  and  Mortality  during  ISSf 


New  Cases 


Age 

groups 

Pulmonary 
M.  F. 

Non- 

Pulmonary 
M.  F. 

0-1  years 

... 

... 

... 

1-5  „ 

... 

... 

5-15  „ 

1 

. • . 

... 

... 

15-25  „ 

1 

... 

25-35  „ 

•1 

35-45  „ 

... 

45-65  „ 

1 

1 

65  and  up 

::: 

. . . 

Total 

1 

3 | 

2 





Deaths 

Non- 

o 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

E-i 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

1 

... 

2 

... 

5 

- 

- 



Tuberculosis. 

The  incidence  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  compares 
favourably  with  other  areas.  Generally  speaking,  there  is  a 
marked  deoline  in  the  number  of  cases  throughout  the  country 
and  it  is  hoped  that  this  decline  will  continue. 

Food  Poisoning. 

„bere  were  no  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  reported  during 

rnc  year. 


I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

KENNETH  P.  GILES,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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MAGOR  & ST.  MELLONS  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Report  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector 

I o the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Magor  and  St.  Mellons  Rural  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Housing  plays  an  important  part  in  the  everyday  life  of  the 
Public  Health  Inspector  and  a little  knowledge  of  the  frame- 
work of  Housing  advancement  in  legislation  should  be  known. 

Legislation  with  regard  to  housing  has  been  in  existence 
for  a long  time.  Numerous  Acts  came  into  being  and  as  time 
went  on  provisions  were  repealed  and  consolidated  and  new 
Acts  introduced  with  important  amendments.  The  Housing 
legislation  after  the  turn  of  the  century  was  more  or  less 
embodied  in  the  Housing  Act  1925  whilst  the  1930  Act  intro- 
duced important  amendments  partially  with  regard  to  clearance 
orders  and  the  treatment  of  unhealthy  areas  and  insanitary 
dwellings,  whilst  the  Housing  Act  1935  set  up  a standard  by 
which  to  measure  overcrowding  and  empowered  Local  Author- 
ities to  take  steps  to  secure  the  abatement  of  overcrowding. 
A further  consolidation  took  place  in  the  Housing  Act  1936 
which  in  the  main  consolidated  various  Acts  and  until  the 
present  Act  remained  the  Principal  Act. 

Throughout  all  this  time,  the  housing  legislation  restricted 
the  powers  conferred  thereby  on  Local  Authorities  to  houses 
of  the  “ working  class.’’  The  Housing  Act  1949  removed  the 
restriction  limiting  the  powers  of  Local  Authority  to  houses  of 
the  working  classes,  thereby  extending  the  range  of  powers 
under  the  1936  Act  to  cover  the  housing  of  all  sections  of  the 
community. 

Although  the  1949  constitutes  a big  step  forward  in  dealing 
with  the  housing  situation  created  by  the  Second  World  War 
and  its  aftermaths,  the  problem  was  so  vast  that  further  urgent 
steps  had  to  be  considered.  There  was  added  yet  a further 
cause  of  deterioration  in  the  situation,  namely,  the  deterioration 
in  the  state  of  existing  houses  due  partly  to  the  shortage  of 
labour  and  materials  during  that  period,  and  partly  of  the 
reluctance  of  landlords  of  rent  restricted  houses  to  expend 
money  on  even  essential  repairs  to  premises  which  were  yield- 
ing little  or  no  return. 
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The  Government  issued  in  1933  a white  paper  under  the 
title  ‘Houses  the  next  step”  in  which  they  outlined  their 
proposals  for  dealing  with  the  housing  situation.  They  had  set 
themselves  a target  of  the  erection  of  new  houses  but  housing 
conditions  did  not  depend  solely  on  the  building  of  new  houses 
but  also  dependent  on  maintaining  the  houses  built  before  the 
war,  on  overtaking  repair  work  which  had  been  neglected 
each  year  since  the  war  broke  out  in  1939,  keeping  structurally 
sound  houses  in  good  order,  and  improving  those  which  lacked 
modern  amenities  and  making  better  use  of  them.  Benefits  to 
be  gained  all  round  seems  obvious,  the  tenant  of  an  improved 
house  or  converted  house  gets  better  living  conditions,  the 
owner  gives  his  property  a new  lease  of  life,  and  the  Local 
Authority  will  often  get  back  more  than  its  own  share  of  the 
grant  because  of  the  enhanced  rateable  value  of  the  improved 
property,  furthermore,  improvement  grants  not  only  provide 
houses  with  modern  amenities  but  prevent  them  from  decaying 
into  slums  and  making  it  necessary  to  replace  them  at  a price 
far  in  excess  of  what  grants  would  have  been  in  the  first  place. 


1 he  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act  1 934  was  passed  in 
order  to  implement  these  proposals.  It  consisted  of  3 parts. 
Part  I of  which  dealt  with  housing,  Part  11  deal  twith  repairs 
and  rents  and  Part  III  contained  miscellaneous  and  general 
provisions. 


With  the  exception  of  certain  financial  provisions,  which 
are  the  subject  of  separate  legislation,  all  existing  housing  legis- 
lation is  now  consolidated  in  the  Housing  Act  1957. 

. 1 he  Act  Lke  ns  predecessor,  the  Housing  Act  1936,  consists 
of  eight  parts,  eacn  of  which  corresponds  in  subject  matter  with 
its  predecessor,  but  contains  eleven  schedules  as  against  12  of 
the  1936  Act. 

36  Improvement  grants  were  made  during  the  year. 

22  Unfit  houses  were  dealt  with  by  the  Council  under  Section 
M of  the  Housing  Act  1936. 


SUMMARY  OF  REPAIRS. 


1 he  following  is  a summary  of  work  carried  out  as  a result 
of  40  informal  and  I I abatement  notices  served  upon  the  owners 
concerned  : — 


Number  of  wails  made  damp  proof 

,,  ,,  sash  cords  provided  to  windows 

windows  and  window  frames  repaired 
,,  ,,  roofs  repaired 

,,  ,,  gutterings  and  downpipes  repaired  ... 

,,  ,,  doors  repaired  and  renewed  ... 

,,  ,,  floors  repaired  or  relaid 

..  ceilings  repaired 
,,  ,,  skirting  boards  repaired 

,,  ,,  chimneys  repaired 

,,  ,,  drains  repaired  and  cleansed  ... 

,,  ,,  sinks  provided  

„ w.c.  cisterns,  flush  pipes  and  service 
water  pipes 

,,  W.C.  pans  and  W.C.  structures  re- 
paired or  renewed 
,,  ,,  grates  repaired  ... 

,,  ,,  cesspools  made  good  ... 


27 

16 

15 

11 

13 

4 
8 

14 
8 
2 

22 

3 

5 

12 
8 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  19$8. 

Since  the  inception  of  the  Pests  Act,  1949,  and  the  assistance 
given  by  the  Ministry  of  Local  Authorities  with  regard  to  the 
work  of  Rodent  Control,  much  work  of  eradication  of  rats  and 
mice  have  been  carried  out  within  the  area.  The  time  of  the 
Rodent  Operative  is  fully  occupied  not  only  since  and  because 
the  public  has  become  aware  of  the  free  treatment  of  dwelling 
houses,  but  because  of  the  effective  and  satisfactory  measures 
with  which  the  infestations,  however  small  or  large,  have  been 
dealt  with. 

A great  deal  of  time  is  also  spent  in  carrying  out  work  of 
destruction  of  rats  living  in  sewers,  basing  operations  on  the 
methods  as  recommended  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food.  The  work  consists  principally  of  poison 
baiting  with  zinc  phosphide  or  arsenic  at  all  the  manholes  in 
areas  that  have  not  been  shown  by  test  baiting  to  be  free  from 
rats.  Two  plain  baits  are  first  placed  at  convenient  positions 
either  on  consecutive  days  or  alterative  days  followed  by  poison 
baiting.  This  operation  is  carried  out  twice  every  year  showing 
good  results  with  the  degree  of  infestation  being  kept  at  its  mini- 
mum. 
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The  work  of  the  Rodent  Operative  also  embraces  farms, 
farm  buildings  and  business  premises.  Where  infestation  occurs 
ac  farms,  immediate  contact  is  made  with  the  Pest  Control 
Department  of  the  Ministry  who  carry  out  the  practical  work 
upon  such  notification.  The  Rodent  Operative  of  the  Authority 
also  undertakes  the  work  of  destruction  and  eradication  at 
business  premises  and  a reasonable  charge  is  made  for  such 
services. 

During  the  year  256  private  and  other  premises  were  treated 
with  satisfactory  results;  55  routine  treatments  were  carried  out 
of  the  Council’s  Camps  and  Refuse  Tips. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

All  cases  of  notified  infectious  diseases  were  visited  and 
investigated  and  terminal  disinfection  carried  out. 

Visits  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  75 

Houses  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  16 

Patients  removed  to  hospital  ...  3 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Number  of  houses  supplied  from  public  water  mains  : — 

(i)  Direct  to  the  houses  ...  ...  ...  4,309 

(ii)  By  means  of  stand-pipes  ...  ...  8 

Appropriate  population  supplied  by  public  water  mams  : — 

(i)  Direct  to  the  houses  ...  ...  ...  13,358 

(ii)  By  means  of  stand-pipes  ...  ...  25 

PIPED  SUPPLIES. 

12  samples  of  treated  supplies  were  submitted  for  bacterio- 
logical examination,  all  of  which  were  satisfactory. 

These  samples  were  taken  from  the  Council’s  Cardiff  and 
Newport  Corporation  supplies  at  various  potnis  within  the  area. 

• j £ r ,er  ^ samples  of  untreated  supplies  were  also  sub- 
mitted for  bacteriological  examination,  out  of  which  38  were 
unsatisfactory. 

272  connections  from  the  Council’s  and  the  Newport 
Corporation  water  mains  were  carried  out  during  the  year-  of 
this  264  connections  were  to  new  houses  occupied  during  the 
year. 

SHOPS  ACT,  1950. 

acfion  was  taken  during  the  year  under  the  Shops  Act, 
IV5U,  relating  to  sanitary  and  other  arrangements  in  shops. 
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SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  AND  SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

There  are  5 butcher’s  shops  within  the  area.  There  are  no 
licensed  private  slaughterhouses,  the  meat  being  collected  for 
sale  from  the  shops  from  neighbouring  public  and  private 
slaughterhouses. 

4'  applications  were  received  for  licences  to  saughter  pigs 
only,  all  of  which  were  granted  by  the  Council. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936,  SECTION  269. 
TOWN  AND  COUNTRY  PLANNING  ACT,  1947- 

SECTION  17. 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

it  is  clear  that  the  caravan  has  come  to  stay  for  use  as 
living  accommodation  for  certain  families.  Foremost  it  must  be 
accepted  that  it  has  been  the  lack  of  normal  housing  accommo- 
dation which  has  had  the  major  share  in  this  happening.  A large 
percentage  of  those  now  in  caravans  would  not  take  houses; 
some  are  in  caravans  because  industry  needs  a mobile  labour 
force;  some  single  folk  could  not  manage  let  alone  afford  a 
house;  some  people  prefer  caravan  life. 

We  have  travelled  far  in  time  and  achievement  since  those 
earlier  days  when  the  only  caravans  seen  were  those  of  gipsies, 
travelling  show  people  or  perhaps  the  driver  of  the  Local  High- 
way Authority’s  steam  roller.  Modern  caravans  to-day  are 
certainly  different  from  their  former  counterparts.  The  internal 
planning,  standard  of  fitment  and  their  general  mobility  have 
changed  beyond  recognition  and  have  been  a contributory  factor 
towards  the  increase  in  the  number  of  caravans  during  the  past 
10  years  at  least. 

The  higher  standard  of  living  now  available  to  the  whole 
nation,  and  the  rule  rather  than  the  exception  being  nearly 
everyone  to  have  one  or  two  weeks  annual  holiday  has  also 
created  a need  for  holiday  facilities  to  be  greatly  increased. 

The  weather  in  these  islands  being  somewhat  unpredictable, 
we  find  a large  number  of  people  nearly  all  taking  holidays 
during  the  same  couple  of  months  in  the  year  and  if  it  were 
not  for  caravans  in  one  form  or  another,  these  thousands  of 
people  would  never  get  a holiday  away  from  their  own  towns. 
This  means  holiday  camps  and  caravan  sites  near  the  coast  and 
places  of  natural  beauty. 

There  are  two  such  camping  sites  within  the  area;  both 
sites  in  the  parish  of  St.  Brides. 
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I am  pleased  to  report  that  no  problems  were  created 
during  the  year  and  that  both  sites  are  satisfactorily  maintained 
with  strict  adherence  to  the  requirements  of  good  management 
with  the  public  health  aspect  always  in  the  forefront. 

Once  more  1 want  to  thank  the  Planning  Department  for 
the  willing  and  prompt  assistance  given  whenever  any  problem 
arose  from  a planning  aspect. 

16  individual  applications  were  received  to  station  caravans 
in  different  parts  of  the  area,  all  of  which  were  granted  until 
31st  December,  1957,  when  the  applications  would  again  be 
reviewed  for  a further  12  months. 

ICE-CREAM  (MEAT  TREATMENT,  ETC.) 
REGULATIONS,  1947-1952. 

The  usual  necessary  periodical  inspections  of  all  the 
registered  premises  for  the  sale  of  Ice-Cream  were  carried  out 
during  the  past  12  months. 

The  full  co-operation  of  all  retailers  was  received  during 
visits  of  inspections  and  taking  of  samples. 

Inasmuch  as  there  are  no  premises  registered  within  the 
area  to  manufacture  ice-cream  the  trend  of  the  retailers  is  to 
purchase  ice-cream  pre-packed  from  manufacturers  outside  the 
area . 

During  the  course  of  the  visits  no  adverse  condition  was 
noted. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

During  the  year  much  time  and  energy  was  spent  in  making 
detailed  inspections  of  all  premises  within  the  area  that  were 
concerned  with  the  preparation,  storage  and  sale  of  food  for 
human  consumption  with  particular  reference  to  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations,  1955,  and  special  atttention  being  directed 
to  the  provisions  dealing  with:  — 

(1)  General  requirements. 

(2)  Requirements  relating  to  persons  engaged  in  hand- 

ling of  food. 

(3)  Requirements  relating  to  food  premises. 

All  the  97  Shops,  Canteens,  Inns  and  other  premises  were 
visited  and  works  necessary  and  required  by  the  Regulations 
were  duly  observed  and  carried  out  where  necessary. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  all  occupiers  responded  and 
accepted  their  responsibilities  for  providing  the  public  with  food 
that  was  fit  for  human  consumption  and  prepared  under  such 
conditions  as  the  public  expected. 
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1 am  firmly  convinced  in  the  existing  regulations  we  have 
a potent  force  for  securing  very  adequate  improvements  to  food 
hygiene  in  this  country  if  actively  administered.  Effective 
administration  combined  with  constant  educational  activity  can- 
not fail  to  secure  a large  measure  of  progress  and  improvement 
in  food  handling. 

1 he  whole  field  of  education  in  food  hygiene  is  so  large 
and  important  as  to  warrant  special  study.  However,  I cannot 
help  feeling  that  more  could  be  done  in  the  education  of 
children  in  hygiene  practices  and  particularly  in  relation  to  food. 

Strict  conditions  should  also  be  observed  at  home. 

It  was  public  demand  which  did  so  much  to  secure  the 
passing  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  but  what  is  the  good 
of  buying  the  cleanest  food  available  if  you  take  it  into  a 
kitchen  where  it  will  quickly  become  contaminated.  It  is 
obvious  and  essential  that  the  public  should  co-operate  and 
assist  and  put  food  practice  at  home  with  the  same  kind  of 
precautions  that  are  now  compulsory  for  shopkeepers  and  thus 
lessen,  to  a certain  extent,  the  number  of  food  poisoning  cases 
that  occur  in  the  course  of  time. 

1 think  we  may  confidently  look  forward  to  a growing 
appreciation  upon  the  part  of  the  public  and  food  handlers  as 
to  the  essentialities  of  certain  principles.  Requirements  which 
to-day  are  looked  on  as  fussing  interferences  will  shortly  be 
regarded  as  indispensable  in  the  future. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 

Milk  not  only  being  one  of  the  most  important  foods  for  the 
existence  of  life  in  this  fast  moving  age  but  also  is  one,  if  not 
the  most,  consumed  food  in  everyday  life  as  statistics  will  show 
the  immense  increase  in  production  during  the  past  years.  With 
the  advent  of  more  production,  new  legislation  has  also  been 
introduced  together  with  the  existing  being  modified  and  definite 
steps  have  been  undertaken  towards  securing  the  protection 
of  the  public  in  the  welcomed  introduction  of  the  Milk  (Specified 
Designation)  (Specified  Areas)  Order,  1954,  where  milk  retailed 
within  the  area  must  be  sold  under  special  authorised  designa- 
tion. 

Since  the  first  specified  areas  were  created  some  years  ago, 
the  sale  of  designated  milk  has  increased  to  such  an  extent 
that,  to-day,  the  greater  part  of  the  nation’s  milk  supply  is 
either  heat  treated  or  comes  from  tuberculin  tested  herds  and 
sold  raw. 
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As  the  retailers  milk  cans  and  churns  have  virtually  dis- 
appeared, one  might  be  attempted  to  assume  that  the  hazards 
to  health  which  existed  in  the  free  and  easy  days  have  gone 
too.  In  the  main,  this  is  true  insofar  as  the  assumption  relates 
to  faulty  methods  of  distribution.  Lapses  which  sampling  and 
testing  reveal  to-day  are  due  to  either  mechanical  breakdown  in 
milk  or  man’s  inherent  tendancy  to  err. 

Most  of  the  milk  produced  within  the  area  is  sold  wholesale 
to  the  large  pasteurising  establishments  and  the  majority  of 
distributors  obtain  their  designated  milk  already  bottled  from 
these  depots. 

68  licences  to  retail  designated  milk  were  issued  and  45 
samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination,  7 of 
which  were  unsatisfactory. 

HOUSE  REFUSE. 

A weekly  collection  of  house  refuse  is  carried  out  in  the 
following  Parishes  : — Llanwern,  Graig,  Duffryn,  Rogerstone 
and  St.  Mellons  and  a fortnightly  collection  is  maintained  in  all 
remaining  parishes  of  the  district. 

Disposal  is  by  means  of  tipping  at  Bettws  and  Magor,  and 
occasioned  no  serious  nuisances. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  routine  treatments  in  connection 
with  rodent  control,  both  tips  were  given  dressings  with  a 
D.D.  F.  base  during  the  summer  months  in  order  to  control 
insect  pests. 

I remain, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

1.  JAMES, 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1957, 
for  the  Rural  District  of  Magor  & Gt.  Mellons  in  the  County  of 

Monmouth. 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 


1.— INSPECTIONS  FOR  PURPOSES  OF  PROVISIONS 
AS  TO  HEALTH. 

(including  Inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors  ) 


M/c 

Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

I 

line 

No. 

2 

on 

Register 

3 

Inspect- 

ions 

4 

Written 

Notices 

5 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

6 

1.  - Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3.  4 & 6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities. 

l 

2 

6 

Nil 

Nil 

2. — Factories  not  included  in  (1) 
to  which  Section  7 applies. 

2 

27 

63 

Nil 

Nil 

3. — Other  Premises  under  the 
Act  (excluding  out-workers’ 
premises.) 

3 

16 

34 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  

45 

103 

Nil 

Nil 

2.— CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERI  FOUND. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 

Number  of 

M/c 

Line 

No. 

were 

found. 

cages  in 
which  pro- 
secutions 

Particulars. 

Referred 
to  H.M. 

By  H,M. 

Found 

Remedied 

Inspector,  Inspector 

instituted 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

4 

1 

1 

Overcrowding  (S .2) 

5 

Nil. 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

6 

Nil. 

Inadequate  Ventilation  (S.4) 

7 

Nil. 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  ( .6) 
Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

8 

Nil. 

2 

(a)  Insufficient 

9 

2 

2 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  Defective 

10 

2 

2 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  (not  including 

11 

Nil. 

offences  relating  to  homework) 

12 

Nil. 

Total 

5 

5 

Nil 

2 

Nil. 
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